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Goat Rocks Fire Update – October 1, 2022 

Fire Information Phone: 360-370-4168 (8 a.m. - 7 p.m.) 
Email: 2022.GoatRocks@firenet.gov 

Inciweb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/8415/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GiffordPinchot/

The Goat Rocks Fire was generally quiet yesterday, still affected by showers and high humidity earlier this week. As the 

inversion lifted and temperatures rose, the fire became more active and began to creep through fuels. Most spread was on 

slopes southeast of Forest Road 4612 and in upper Coal Creek drainage. 

Yesterday, firefighters completed the hazard tree cutting along Forest Road 4612 and continued to chip woody debris along 

Forest Road 46. One of the “heavy” helicopters dropped water on residual heat in Coal Creek drainage toward US 12. The 

Rogue River Interagency Hotshot Crew evaluated historic structures at Packwood Lake for protection needs.  

Today will be the start of a warming and drying trend with winds generally from the east. High temperatures are expected to 

be near 80 degrees with relative humidity dropping to 35%. These conditions will favor an increase in fire activity. The dry 

weather is expected to last into next week. 

Today, winds are forecast up to 20 mph on ridgetops, with gusty winds expected most other places. The Incident 

Meteorologist will be watching closely to see how complex topography on and near the fire changes the wind. The east wind 
may be channeled along US 12 and down the Cowlitz River valley. Much of the Goat Rocks Fire may be sheltered from east 

wind by Beargrass Butte and other ridges. West winds may also push up the Cowlitz valley, creating battling winds and 

eddies on the west side of the fire. Firefighters will be monitoring shifts in the wind, watching how they impact the fire. 

Most firefighters will be working in the vicinity of Coal Creek, where the fire poses the greatest threat to the Timberline and 

Goat Rocks communities. Some personnel and equipment will continue hazard tree cutting and chipping operations on 

Forest Road 46, and a woodchipper is expected to move to the Packwood Lake area. Hoses, structure wrap, and other 

protective materials will also be transported to Packwood Lake. 

Firefighters continue to patrol the Timberline and Goat Rocks communities, and around the historic structures at Packwood 

Lake. 

With no rain in the forecast and the ongoing warmer weather, fire managers are maintaining firefighting capabilities on Goat 

Rocks Fire. Fresh crews, engines, and other personnel are being brought in to replace resources that are reaching the end of 

their assignments. Additional resources can be ordered if needed to manage the fire. 

Forest Closures: For information on current road and trail closures, you can go to this link:  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1060181.pdf 

Evacuations: Areas northeast of Butter Creek and north of US-12, including Lower Timberline and Goat Rocks, are still at 

an Evacuation Level 1 (Be Ready). Upper Timberline remains at an Evacuation Level 2 (Be Set). 

Fire Restrictions: Campfire bans and other use restrictions are in place across the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 
Campfires are allowed within certain campgrounds identified on: https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/giffordpinchot/alerts-

notices. 

Public Safety: US 12 is open, but watch for heavy traffic and possibly smoke across the road. 

Sign-up For Alerts: To receive alerts from Lewis County in the case of an emergency, sign up 

at https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/emergency-management/lewis-county-alert/ 

The percent of containment on a fire is one measure of progress, but not the only one. Completion of firefighting objectives is 

another measure of progress. These objectives include construction of control lines and protecting highly valued resources such as 
the Packwood community, sensitive tribal resources, and historic structures at Packwood Lake.  This deliberate and methodical 

strategy is designed to achieve these protection goals without subjecting firefighters to unacceptable risk.  

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. 

(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 

contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington DC 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or 

(202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 Acres: 4,029  Containment: 0%  Personnel: 214 
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